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| QUapa Gullculs ad Sacram Ma. 
jeſtacem veſtram fir aditus te- 


=, nuitati mez : Semperque fuit 
SY! & erit mihi Rcligio in re ſu- | 


pervacua tantum Regem interpellare. Quum vero 
Luidam calumniz telum in me jecerit quaſi hzrett. 


us eſſem : quod aliquam Us vRam Leg 
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: 20 eſſe dixerim : Opereprztium viſum eſt provocare ad! 
| _ veſtram Majeſtatem, cujus judicioſifsimo ſuffragio, ſi 
mea ſententia comprobata fuerit , ſuſque deque fero 

quid maledici carpant : E contra f1 difplicuerit : dam- 

na,abjice, mutabo ſententiam: Non huc ambitio aut 

{ novitatis ventus me impulit, jam diu (ingenueteſtor) 

propoſitum mihi bene latere, nulli minus arridet fu« 
rioſa iſtaſcripturientium libido: veritatem tamEquam 
ex probatiſsimis noſtri ſeculi Theologis didici pro-! 
dere non opottuit : Operdm dedine veſtrz Majcſtati 
faſtidio efſet mea prolixitas hoc ſolum vercornedum. 
brevis eſſe laboro obſcurus fiam. 


D=v s cceleſtis Pater celfitudinem veſtram dirt. 
' gat, Majeftatem ſuſtineat , tueatur, gubernet, 
z diutiſsimeque incolumen ad bonuin totius Or- 
bis Chriſtiani conſerver, 


Veſtra «IM ajeitatis humillimugs, 
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—_ SBS PO, rmbcr the Preacher, where hee tis 
SI) [23 -& | [11:1 My fonne, take heede, "I 
: @Y | for there is none cende in ma- *** 
CH king manie Bookes , Omnes 
4, ſ1bi nſurpant fcribendi offt- 
1s cium, ſazeth Pxrrxarcn, quod paucorum eſt & cum 
F fer Bowe frnddribus curis idoneum tempus labitur. 


They are ſowing their ſeede in the winde, aud ſeeking af- 

Aer fame, whereas they had better bee ſowing Corne on 
their land : Thane therefore, beene ener more deſirous 1n- - 
fundere quam cffundere, wore willing to gather for | 
mine owne wſe, than to impart where there was no neeae. 
But aboue all, I hane ener forborneto wade into controuer= 
fees, knowing polemicke diſcourſes rather to breede than 
to ende ſtrife, Yet the importnnate reque#t of 4 _— 
3 who 
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| To the Rzravpes. 
who was oo to bee reſolved, for his conſcience ſake, 
whether the taking of anie gaine for lending were alts- 
gether forbidden in holie Scx1ivry nr wvnder paine 
of condemnation Yas hee had heard it urged. Flu earnc# 
deſire to bee ſatisfied in a doubt of ſuch weight : Againe, 
my loue to him, and my Profeſſion requiring n0 leſſe, alts- 
gether ſo preuailed with mee, that I was perſwaded to open 
my minae, and giue him my be#t reſolution. Not long af- 
ter I heard great exceptions were taken againſs my opinion, 
my ſelfe chargedwith want of reading,and want of judze- 
ment: and that which was wor#t of all,want of a goad con- 
ſcience. This made mee to reuiſe the copie of that letter 1 
had ſent my friende, and to communicate it with ſome 
graue D1ivinus, whoſe judgement I renerenced : 
Whome when 1 founde to agree enerie way with my ſelfe: 
partlie encquraged by their conſent , and parthe that the 
ſuppreſſing thereof ſhoulde not ſeere to them that had 
wronged mee before, to proceede from timorouſneſſe, 1 
was willing that more copies thereef ſhontd goe abroade.. 
But afterwarde, ſeerng ſome copies negligemlic written, 
and fearing worſe meaſure when my EveisTtLu 
ſhould come to worſe handes, beeing earne#tlie alſs intrea- 
ted by druerſe of hone#t diſpoſition, to publiſh it for the ſa- 
E tisfaction of manie render confciences who would gladlie 
bee reſolued what to doe in ſuch caſes. In thoſe reſpedtes 
I conſented to make my ſelfe the ſubject of cenſure : ac- 
compting it my hard hap, that I ſhould ſeeme to fauour 
ante euill, the uerie name whereof” was odious, and hath 

beene in all Ages ſo uniuer[allie condemned. 

But who ſo ſhall with judgement reade my Letter from 
the beginning to the ende thereof, conſider my drift, weigh 


my ar- 


To the Reavzs. 


ments, and looke into my principal ouerture,they 


ſhall ſoone ſee Tintende nothing lefſe than the countenas- 


cing of that erueltte forbidden by G O D, and abhor- 
red y men. 1 would rather call[vpon all the powers ordai- 
ved of G O D, that they wauld hearken wuntothe com. 

aintes and cryes of them that are oppreſſed with damned 


lurie. And ſeeing the peHtiferous pradtiſers thereof 


doe cloake their domges jo manie ſundriewayes, that they 
cannot bee deſcryed,, that Magifrates therefore , they 
' would finde ont ſach like Hzxcvies, qui invenit Ca- 
cum illam qui inverſos boves prapoltere trahebar : 


and that they would drawe ont theſe Caconiſtes oat of 


their Dennes , who woulde ſeeme to benefite the Worlde, 
when the trueth is , they doe but lye in waite to drawe men 
into their Dennes, and ſo to deuoure them, 

If 1 keepe not the ſame any fo this ende which other 
men haue ſtirred before, it is becauſe, in my judgement, 


they ſailed by # fadltie cormpuſſe. It may bee ſome ſhall 


thinke and ſay no leſſe of mee , that I haue done the like, 


_ 45 it may bee T hane, for humanum eſt labi, &c, 1 wi 

heartilie, that they who finde the fault may amend it and 
4s ſpirituallmen (6. GAL. 1.) they would reſtore with 
wy Kt of meekneſſe, and that trueth and peace may meet 
in loue. But if anie through wantonneſſe of wit ſhall ma. 
liciouſlie wre#t our wordes, and bee captionſlie criticke, Bee 
it knowne ke 2 I mean not to make themmy judges, 
ſed miſeros efle jubeo libenter quarenus 1d faciunt. 


Ad reprehendendaaliorum dictaautfacta ardet omni- 
bus animus, ſardeSaiysTt. Aud ihe Azeof the worlde 
rendreth it euerie day after other, the more malicious. But 
a cleare conſcience ſcorneth all calumnies , and can ſhake - 
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them off as eaſilie as Pav 1 did the Viper off his hand : my 


conſcience beareth mee witneſſe, ſcriplihezc pauca patrix . 


& poſteris profuturus non quzrens nudum nomen 
nec laborans fcribendi morbo illoinſanabili, »zy deſere 
i to doe good to the Church and Commonwealth, diſaai- 
ning all pointes of ydle 5kill, I beſeech thee Reader tobe 
poſſeſſed with no prejudicate conceit, nor to judge of the 
whole by anie one paſſage, but to ſuſpende thy judgement 


. rill thou ha#t gone thorow all : In doing ſo, 1 ſhall bee 


beholder to thy courteſie, and I hope ſhall pleaſe thee bet- 
ter in my next Labour, which ſhall bee farre from contra- 
werſie, and I hope ſhall ſerue both to thy pleaſure and pro- 


fite : FaRrREe-WELL. 


Thine in the Lox D, 
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1 delireto hearemy judgement 
J//SR |[-*concerning that point which 

2X || you thinke too much vrged: 
DS Iam ſure, enough diſpute in 
|| our time, namelie, Which 1s 
that Usv x 1 = altogether 


Hzrxzas itwasyour 


==] condemned, and vnlawfull. 


Againe,how farre Uſurie may bee tolerate in a Chri- 


ſtiaa Commonyealth. I haue therefore, ſo _— 
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WH ef ſhort Diſcourſe_, 


' as conld, ſet downe my minde toucking, this morall 


point of Ditinitic, 14 que morals. quefHont periculuum 


 eit opinari, ſaieth CAquings: whereinthough | ſty no- 


thing but that which hath beene ſaide before by men 
of greater Reading and ryper experience: yetit may 
bee I dceliuer what I haue readand conceived; fo con- 
ciſlie and compendiouſlic , as you ſhall the more 
quee” in your judgement(which I know to beeſuf- 

cient) vnderſtand the ſtate ofthe queſtion. Howſo- 
euer, I proteſt I delirenot monere camerinam, nor doe 
not loue to contrauert where the contrauerſie Iyeth 
not ſo much in the thinges themſelues which fall in 
queſtion, as inthe peruerſe ſtubbornneſle of the Dil- 

utantes; I knowe the bramble of contraverſic hath 

cene the meanesto choake Religion, and our owne 


_. contradictions a maine cauſe of cheriſhing-both He- 


Powels 


poſit. 


refieand Athieſme. Let this our Diſcourſe bee farre 
from ſuch endes, which I would ſhould tendeto our 
ownebetter reſolution: for if anieluft to bee conten- 
tious, (asth Apoftle P av r fſaicth, x. Corinth.cap, 7. 
verſ. 16.) wee hauc no ſuch cuſtome. 

UsvxIz certainly was neuermorecondemned. 


if 
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Father Baſile, if hee werealiue againe, who called 


Uſurers Dogges, Monſters, Vypers, Deuilles, 8c, he 
ſhould heare them ſtill asſharpelic cenſured, and cal- 
led by their olde odious names, Vultures, Harpys, 
Aſpes, and the finne it ſelfe, called a damned finne, 


p42.40; Sodomie, Idolatrie, &c. Maſter 10h» Catuine, in his 


385. Epiſt. Mirum non e# inquit quod Spiritus Santis 


Page 19, inuehitar in varits locks Prophetarum, & Pſalmorum ad- 


 merſus 


if 


7 Seo HAS; RSS hin +. 2. tt 


| Conterning fares: 


uerſus Vſnras : fert enim vbi ad vſwram pecunie elocanr 


tur comites indinidne arceannt orudelitas atque innume- 


rabiles fraudes & circumuentiones aded rarum eff enn- 


dem probum eſſe, & feneratorem : Yet hee himſelfe 
ſaieth in his 290. Epiſt. Now /zcere ex pecunia fruttum 
ſtipulari affirmaye non auſum, Againe in his 383. Epiſt. 


Nullo teftimonio Scripture mihi conflat v{[uras omnind 
damnatas eſſe.” And after much debeating of contra- 
rie argumentes, and anſwering an objection , made 
out of the Goſpell (Luke, cap.s,) Mnthun date nil 
inde ſperantes, que male huc detorta e#, faith he. He con- 
cludes, Nunc igitur concludo judicadum dewſmris effe non 
ex particularialiquo Scripture loco, ſed tarmumex aquitatis 
& charitats regula.By which it may be perceived, that 
Maſter Caluine did not condemne all conttactes and 
bargaines that goeth vnder the name of Vſurie, and 
arc condemned by manie of our late Writers. 
If thepractiſe of Vlurie bee exerciſed to the poore 
({ajeth one of our owne) it is intollerable: but incaſe 
of Intereſt, and the ftate of Orphanes, in muruall ha- 
zarde, or hazarde publicke, ſimple to diſallowe, it 
weretocutoff all Traffique or Socictie:For this finne 
is rather in the conſcience, than in the ad : therefore 
no penaltie is impoſed on it by GODS Lawe. Our 
Lawes andthe Emperialt Lawes hauetolerated eight 
and tenne in thehbridreth : Sohee concladeth, Pru- 
dence onelie direteth theſe matters, as the Loadſtone 
the variation of the Pole. Ballinger , Bncere, and He- 
mingins, they teach alfo, that it is lawfull totake Vlu- 


rie, but alwaies ruling ottwcouenanres to equitie,loue, 


DB 23 and 


QOTQO> 


0 1 ef ſhort Diſcomſes, 


| and mercie, So that to condemneall V ſurie perem > 
v8 torilic, may ſeeme temeritie, fince the hardeſt cenſu. 
Vl rers thereof goe not farther than this, That Vlurie 
| improperlie ſo-called, is ſimplie vnlawfull. So they | 

will haue Vſurie taken properlie and improperlic: {| 
bi _______ Propellicit istaken for the vie of a thing, Yſura tay. + 
| quam rei vſuus, unde luck, vite , pecunie vſura ei concedi 
dicitur , cui vtiluce, vita, pecunia conceditur , Which 
none can condemne. The name of Vſurie ( ſayeth {| 
one Gannett Pows Li, whowrotecof. late } 
a Treatiſe againſt it ) is not cuill, but the abuſing of 
it to.cuill trades and actions. Andalſo Maſter Fenton, 


| p42. 5. Us vr a atthefirft wasa good honeſt word, 
' ſayeth hee, 
| Improperlie Vſurie is taken for the increaſe ariſing 


= of the vſe of a thing. And in this ſenſe there may be 
manie ſortesof Vſurie lawfullalſo :. namelie, gaine 
that ariſeth-from the exerciſe of our lawfull calling 
is lawfull, Wee may lendeto Vſurie tothe Lox b 
4185 (PrROVERs, Char, XI% Vrrs, XVIL.) In | 
l |  beeing mercifull to the poore. And ſoin employing } 
jt all his giftes and graces to the aduancement of his 
ppfio , and benefite of men. This is putting foorth 
is money to the Exchangers, Lvc. Crap. x1x. 
V+eRs. xXX111. Which his ſeruantes at his ſeconde 

comming againe ſhall receiue 5v7as with Viurie, 
To paſſe by theſe ſpirituall Vſuries , and mentall | 
Vluric too, which is ſaide to bee quande mutyans ſub | 
ſpe-ſolum-aliquid vitra ſortem habendi dat mutuo, To 
paſſe by all thoſe,& cometo TIE. I. 
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Concerning Uſuries. 13 
That Vſurie which is ſo hardlie cenſured, that gaine 


or increaſe exacted for the verie ductie of lending , 


called ( Ciuill, Actuall, ) Vſurie. THomas Aqvi- 
nas ſayeth , Erat didta V ſura a Philoſophias quaſy res, 
ex uſu arts acquiſita & ei incrementum quod pecunia 


parit ex uſu ſuo, vel quelibet res ex uſu ſuo ſimili, Thus 


itis defynedby our Writers,that haue written againſt 


it, Padkumex mutuolucrum, A couenanced gaine for 
loane: Whatſocueris without the compaſſe of theſe 


three tearmes, ſo Maſter Fenton faith in his firſt Booke 
and thirde Chapter : Of which theſethree ſeuerallie 


and jointlie cannot bee affirmed, ſuch Vſurie is not. 


damned, So-that before there can bee anie Vſurie , 
firſt there muſt beea Loane; Secondlie, a gaine for 


the Loane : and thirdlie, a couenant for the gaine. 


But becauſe heere might beobjected, I may tende 
my Seruant to worke for a day, or my Horſe to tra- 
uell one or more dayes, and may lawfullic take gaine, 

ea, couenant for gaine for the lending of ether. 


Leading, thercfore, or Loane, is diſtinguiſhed into 
mutuation , andaccommodation : CAccommodatio, 
is whena man lendeth ſomething; & looketh to haue 
the ſame againe in his: indiuiduall propertie. This _ 


kinde of lending, although for gaine, goeth not, 
ſay they, for condemned Vluric:and the reaſonis,Be- 


cauſe the owner ſtandes to the hazarde: valeſle it pe- 


riſh by default of him that hyred it.-For which they al- 
ledge Moſes words, Exod,22:; the words betheſe,It the 
owner ſtand by, to wit, that it may appeare that it is 


not inthe borrowers default, the borrower ſhall not 


i make 
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7. 4; 14. eA ſhort Diſcourſe-, 


make it good: for if it bee an hyred thing, it came for 
{| | the hyre, Itis notaccommodation then, but mutua- 
2. _- tion alone which is queſtioned, Mutwnm, in which 
Et worde meym tuum are mutuallic contracted into one: 
forit I lendemy Money or Corne, or anie fuch thing 
Wh of mine, I make it thine for a time: Norſo in lending 
88 _ ofanHorle, ſaye they, for there they retaine thepro. | 
| EET pertie, and thou haſt onelie the vſe. So ih lending or ! 
{ | letting of an Houſe,or Land,for a time, wee keepe the 
: propertie,and letteth the vſe onelie.But when I tende 
the money,or ſuch thing,I make it ſothine,that I will 
| raw! not owne it, nor call thee to an account what thou 
| ___ haſtdonewithit, becauſe it is thine: vſe it well orill, I 
ll can haue no action againſt thee, neither doe I requye 
; ' the ſame thing in particular againe, but onelie inthe 
iþ — like kinde, by weight, number, or meaſure, at:the 
' time. Now giuing this difference were certaineand 
true, as there are different opinions thereanentr, (for 
| Et Scotus & Petrus de Palud. dicunt in wſuratransferrido- 
| | mininm rei. Thomas Aquinas and Bonauentura dicunt 
] 201 transferri. Yet heere it may bee objected, That a 
: man parting with both vſe and propertie, may ſeeme 
todelſerue betterand worthier a greater recompence, 
than hee that partceth with the vie alone, So that their 
argumientes of keeping the propertie,and lending the 
- vſe, ſhoulde rather weaken the cauſe. They adde, 
nf therefore, That there is great difference betwixt len- 8 
| ding of Money, andthe letting of Houſe or Lande, or 
lending a Toole or a Beaſt : Namelie , the Lender or 
_Letrer of theſe hath a propertic in himſelfe,and bea- 
I; reth the 
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| (,onc ermng Uſurie_.. ” I 
reth the hazarde , and may fuſtaine lofle by the len- 
ding of them, and therefore may lawfullie take a due- 
tic, hyre, or gaine for them. True it is, there may bee 
ſome loſle in the vie of a Beaft, or forbearing of a 
Seruant, or wearing out of a Toole: all of themumaye 


| beethe weaker and wotlſer for the vie, But becauſe it 


may bee objected, The like is not to be ſeene in Hou- 
ſes and Landes : Houſes manie times were the worlſe, 


if they were not inhabited, and Landes bring faorth 


Brambles and Thornes if they were not laboured.To 
this therefore they anfwere, That there is great oddes 
of lending orletting of Money,and letting of Houſes 
and Landes: for Money, ſay they, is ſpent, and beſto- 
wed in the firſt yſe : as a Loafe of Bread lent by one 
neighbour to another. It is ſpent as ſoone aslende: 


Againe it'is barren, and the increaſe thereof vnnatu- 


rall, and fo.is not theother, This Argument I ftinde 


anſwered by ſome after this manner, That there is 


. ſenſible difference betwixt ſpending of a Loafe of 


I 


Bread, and diſperſing aſumme of Money for gaine: 
for whereas the Loafe hath nota ſeconde vſe, either 


to him that eateth it, or anie other : Money laide our 


remaineth the ſame ſumme equivalent to him that let- 
teth it out to bee vſed againe by others. Chemmtivs 
in his Treatiſe againſt Vſurie confeſſeth, there is no 
great weight in ſuch argumentes. - And ſo Maſter 
Fenton, in his ſecond Booke, and 7. chap. confeffeth 
ſuch groundes to bee weake, and therefore ſuchargu- 
mentes too much vrged. Yea, Dodtor Pze, in his 
Booke called, The vnjured ſpirit of Vſurie, pag. 7. he 
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be his wordes, If I lende youtenne faire Souerai 
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nes 
tobearein your Purſe for a ſhowe;, orto deco tem 
ina medicine for Phyſicke, and take vie forthern, it is 
letting and hyring.ſaieth hee. But ifI lende you them 
ro ſpende,then to take profite for them is Vſurie. Here 
are tranſcendent ſubtilties. FP: 

_ Asfortheother Argument, to wit, That money is 
barren, and the increaſe thereof vnnaturall, it is an- 
ſwered : Though money doenot increaſe naturallie, 
as Corne and Cattell , but is barren in that reſpec : 

ct beeing an artificiall inſtrument ofbuying and ſel- 
ing, and tranſporting commodities from countrey 
to countrey : Neceſfarie, quianon omnis fert omniatel- 
lw;,by turning and returning, and by the skill of them 
thatknowe howeto vſe it. Tt is a-fitte meanes, ſateth 


Door. Wilt onthe 22.0f Exod. (Toincreaſe.)Our 


ſtockes hauing artificiall increaſe, on yea, manie 
times paſsing the other: Neither is this turning or re= 


_ turningof money to bee condemned, vnleſſe wee will 


condemne buying and ſelling alſo. A diſſembling 
trade, as Salomon ſaieth, Prov. chap. 20. verſ. 14. and 
a dangerous trade for doing of wrong, Eccleſ. 15. But 


. yet it muſt notbee altogether condemned. 


So when wee haue followed the Argument to the 


_ laſtſtarting hole, there isno good ſatisfation. Butit 
would bee made clearer, why gaine may not bee ta- 


ken as well for lending as letting: yea, as well as gaine 
is taken in buying and ſelling, and Merchandes ex- 


change? which the hardeſt cenſurersof Vſuriethinkes 
7 raſhneſle 


_ 
—_ 
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Concerning Uſurie. 


raſhneſſe to condemne. So haue wee examined the 


firſt worde of the definition, Namelic, intvum, or 
| Loane. The ſeconde is Padum, that is to lay, Couc- 


nanted. Albeit there bec increaſe giuen and receiued 


for Loane, yet it is not condemned for Vſurie,except 
it bee done by ſome couenant or contract before. 


And this couenant they defyne a mutuall agreement 
vpona certaintie. Firſt,it muſt bee anagreement;,that 
is, a voluntarie conſent : for it a great man by his 
authoritie doe wring from an inferiour, perſon, .the 
loane of ſuch a ſumme,which hee cannat ſpare with- 
out ſenſible detriment. To receiue recompence for 


_ the forbearing of ſuch money, it 1s not Vſurie, ſaye 


they, but Intereſt. Againe, this agreement muſt be 


mutuall: for the one partietoagreeto it, is no coue= 


nant. Thirdlie, mutuall agreement muſt bee redu- 
ced to a certaintie, to make ita couenant? for if itbee 
left vncertaine, and no conditionall couenant, that 
will not, ſay they, come within the compaſſe of Vſu- 
rie: As for example, A man lendeth his Neighbour 
money to trade withall, by which the borrower be- 


commeth a gainer, and out of his thankefullminde 
doeth gratifie the lender with ſome ſhare of hisgaine 


This is not condemned Vlurie, ſay they : oras Tuo- 
Mas Aqyinas calleth it, 1mprobum fenxs, quod ho. 
minem reddit infamem, ſed fenus liberale : lawfull to 
give, and to take , becauſe not particularlie and cer- 
tainelie couenanted for. So they make that ( Coue- 
uant) to bee that which poyſoneth the nature of the 


Loane. And the reaſon they giue, is, Becauſe the 
workes 


I7- 


Ig 


| 


| making of aſſurances, coftes, and charges of ſuites. 
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workes of mercie, bountie, and fauour are not in 
theirnature capableof bargaineandſcale. To which 
it might bee obje&ted, That all our workes ſhoulde 
bee ſeaſoned with mercie, and thart letting and ſel- 
ling, exchanging and equall aduenturing ſhould not 
bee without mercie and fauour : and yet thoſe are 
permitted to bee vied vpon couenant. It is there- . 
fore worthie conſtderation, and not raſhlicto bee re. 
jected, what learned 1anche, vpon the Epiſtle to the 


 Ernxs1ans, heedcliuereth, It is lawfull, ſaieth hee, 


tocouenant for lucre, butvnder condition, either ex- 
preſſed inthe Couenant, or elſe keeped in minde,that 
if the borrower gaine little or nothing , the Vſurie 


ſhould bee little or nothing : hoc poitulat equitas & = 


charitas, ſajieth hee: hee would hauebandes comming 
forthe ſecuritie of the Creditor,to preuent fraude in 
the debter: for it is greater reaſon , that the debter 
thould truſt the charitie of the creditor, than the cre. 
ditor ſhould relievpon the fidelitic ofthe debter. And 
thus much for the ſeconde worde of the definition, 
Patium, or Couenant. 


The thirde worde in the definition is Lucrum, or 2 | 


Gaine, They chooſe Lucre,as the more proper word 
than Gaine, fignifying Cleare.gaine, and Valuable. ' 
aine. And whereas lending in this definition may 
ce the Genws, ſay they,this Lucre may bee differentia- 
excluding from Ulſurie thoſe caſes : Expenſes about 
the paying, recouering,or receiuing of the principall, 


Againe , for the conſiderations of perilles, and dan- 
_ gers of 


® 
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ers of hazarde, and of the exchanging of money. 
Againe, it putteth difference betwixt vnlawfull Uſu. 
rie, and that which is lawfull Intereſt, or taking of a 
penaltic or forfeite for not paying of aſumme at the 


timecouenanted. Forin Uſurie menſeeke to bee gai- 


ners, and in Intereſt onely that they bee no looſers. 
And they adde Cleare-gaine and Valuable-gaine, for 
aman may make a profitable couenant, for the loane 
_ of money without Uſurie : As for example, A man 
oweth meetennepoundes, and I cannottell howe to 
come by it:and hee commeth tomee for ten poundes 


more, whichI grant tohim, forputting in good ecu. 


ritie for twentie poundes : a profitable coucnant to 
mee: But yet no' Ulurie, becauſe no cleare gaine, 
Againe, a Shoppe-keeper lendath-: money freclie to a 
Chapman, that hee may buye his wares at his Shop, 
| beforeanieother, This may be gaineto the Shoppe- 
keeper, and cleare gaine , but not valuable gaine ;.:Ic 


cannot bee valued at aniecertaintie ;:iFhee feruehim 


as hee may bee ferued at another Shoppe. El -- 
©  Sothegaine or Lucre indamned\[fhrie, is called 

Cleare and Valuable gaine: and,as ſome thinke,molt 
grudged at, becauſe itisſo great, and ſo ſure.a gaine 
to the lender : and that it doeth neuer wearie of in- 
creaſe, as Trees and Cattelldoe, but doeth multiplic 
the longer the luſtier. Soas a thouſand pounds being 
ſet free to runne without decay, in threeſcore andten 


yeeres prooueth, ſaye they, by chat time, a Million, 


tenne hundreth thouſand. Theſe are vſed as maine 


argumentes, to make Ulurie odious, but how juſtlie 
2 it ſhall 


90ISe 
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ie ſhall bee perceiued in the reaſons enſuing. 
Wee haue hearde the definition of Ciuill attuall 
Vſurie, which is commonlie condemned. It is Pa- 


 fumex mutuo Lucrum, coucnanted Lucre for loane. 


This Lucre, ſay they , is condemned by Scx1»rvae, 


by Fathers, by Lawes Emperial], by Councelles and 


* . Canon Lawes: yea, by Lawes municipall alſo; and in 
 aworde, by reaſon it ſelfe, becauſe it is againſtnature, 


i! 


and againſt the Commonwealth. Firſt are brought 
out of Holte Scripture theſe authorities: Firſt Exod. 
Chap. 22.verf, 25. When thoulendeſt to my people, 
that 1s, to the poore that is with thee : Thouſhalt not 
bee (faicth the LORD) as an Vſurer vnto him, 
Thou ſhalt not oppreſſe him with Vſurie. Againe, 
Levrr.chap. 25. verl. 35. If thy brother bee impo- 
ueriſhed , and fallen in decaye with thee, thou ſhalr 
relieve him, Thou ſhalttake no Vſurie of him , nor 
vantage, Thou ſhalt notgiue himthy money to Vſu. : 


. ric, norlendehim thy vicualles forincreaſe. Againe, 


L = v1r. chap.'23. verf. 19, Thouſhalt notgiue to 
Vſarie to thy brother , Vſuric of Money , Vſuric of 
Meate, or anie thing that is put to Viurie, Vnto a 
ſtranger thou mayeſt lende vpon Vſurie, but thou 
ſhalt notlendetorhy brother, Againe in the 15.7/al. 
wverſ. 5,wherethe Pſalmiſt having asked the queſtion, 
Who arc'ifr the ſtate of grace, and ſhallbee inheritors 
of Glorie ?- It is anſwered, Hee that hath not giuen 
his Money to Uſurie. Againe,.in the 18. chapter of 
Ezechicl, Hethathath giuen foorth vpon Uſurie,and 
taken increaſe,ſhall he liuezfaith the Prophet. Againe 

| ET ; | in the 
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inthe 22.chap.of vs hm .12.theProphet taxing 6 
A 


the Citie of Heruſalemfor manieabhominations, hee 


layeth to their charge taking of Uſurie and augmen- 


tation. The like wee reade inthe 55.P?/al.verf.11.ſome 
expounde the worde inthat place, That Vſurie de- 
parted not from the wicked citie her ſtreetes. Againe 
terem,r5,10. Where the Prophetmentioneth lending 
and borrowing vpon Vlurieas odious things, where- 
of hee purgeth himſclfeas innocent. Laſtot all, the 28. 
chap. Prov. verſ. 8. Hee that increaſeth his riches by 
Vſurie,faith Sa/ommon,and Intereſt,gathereth for them 
that will bee mercifull to the poore. Theſeeightare 
the chiefe places in Scripture,where Vſurie is named. 
The laſt frue,at the leaſt three of them, condemning 


Vſurie in plaine wordes, ſhutting out Vſurers from .. 


Gods Tabernacle, Pſal.15.excluding them from eter. 


nall life, Ezech, 18. and making them ſubject to tem- ' 
 porall curſes, Prov.18. But what that Vſurie is, which 
is condemned,we muſt goebacke to the Law and find 
it: leſt orherwaycs we condemnethejuſt with the vn- . 
juſt. Perit omne judicium (ſaicth Seneca) cum res tranſit 
in _ Farre bee it from anie Chriſtian, to bee 


ſo farre carried, or rather mifcarried with affection, 


as to wreſt the Scripture, or to bee of them of whome 
TzxrvLrianſpeaketh, Cedem facinnt Scriptura- 


rum in rem ſuam, who doe ſell Scx1prv xe toſup- 


_ port arotten-building, or wring Blood outof Scx 1e- 


TvRE inſteade of Milke, making it to. vvalke a 
mile or two for their owne pleaſure. 

If wee take heede then to. the firſt two aforelaide 

C 3 _ 


QOTC> 


——— rr EO 
OC —_ _ — 


 ——— — 


GB SL IL Ins ISS tore 


— 2 Er WS ee on 9 ee > rn nt > 4 en ore tn tet nog” > > > 


— — —  — — — — —— — 


22 ſhort Diſcourſe, 


1888 places: namelie, Exo Þ. 22. and:L v1r. 25, wee 
It ſhall finde the Commandement inboth places plaine 
Mi ___ andparticulare ; namelie, Wee muſt not impoſe Vſu- 
ric vpon the Poorewith vs, or them that bee fallen in 
decaye: but rather freclie relieuethem. If the Lord 
hadnotreſtrained the Commandement to the Poore 
and decayed, then there had beeneno ſcruple, nor 
queſtion in the bufincſſe : but to ſtretch out his 
; Commandement, who.is Wiſedome it ſelfe, and to 
Nt teach Him to ſpeake, as though His reſtraintes vvere 
| ydle: letallmortall fleſh take heede of preſumption, 
ji "They that 'vrge theſe places for condemning of all 
| Vſurie, they pleade againſt itin athreefolde manner: 1 
| Firſt, ſay they, G OD vſeth in his Law to expreſle 
js the greateſt finnes, as Murther, Adulterie, Theft,8&c. 
v1 not forall thisallowing whatſocuer commerh not to 
1'F that degree, butinthe greater condemning theleſler. 
M's | Agpaine, reſtraine both the firſt commandementes to 
#1 | the poore and decayed brother, It will not make a 
| = good argument, ſaye they , You may not take Vlurie 
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from the Poore: Ergo, you may take Vſurie from the 
Rich. Thirdlie, howſoeuer the two firſt Lawes con- 
taine aprohibition concerning the Poore onelie : yet 
inthe xxv. of Dx y r. there is no difference of the 


| , 28  Poore andRich, but a generall comprehenſion of all 
þ |  IsxamLITE s and membersof the Church, which _ 
hi may appeare the better by the generall oppoſition - 


made of that place of Strangers. 
| Foranſwere to the firſt : There is no equalitic in 
this compariſon: GO D forbidding Murther, Adul- 


terie, 


(,oncerning Vſurie_. = 
terie, Theft, 8&c, hee forbiddeth Enuye, Hatred, vn. 
chaſte or griedie luſtes , as well as the outwarde and 
great ſinne: Ergo, forbidding to take anie vſe for 
that which islent tothe poore, hee forbiddeth to take 
anie vſe at all from anie other, There can bee no ſuch 
conſequence. Theſe commandementes of the mo- 
rall Lawe, 6. 7.8. they are genera!l, the verie Lawe 
of naturewritten by GO D inthe heartes of men: 
howſoeuecr one writeth, ſome Borderers to haue bene Fenton 
ſo groſle as to thinke the eight Commandementone paz. 123. 
of King Hz nx1szs putting in. Weemuſtneither 
murther Poore nor Rich, bee vnchaſte with poore or 

| & rich, ſteale neither from poore nor rich , &c, But 

'*. GODS Commandementnot to putto Vſurie, hoc 
preceptum non tam late patet,it hath noſuch largeneſſe. 
Hee who was wife enough to tell vs his owne will, 
bleſſed for euer, Thou ſhalt not, fateth Hee, impoſe 
Vſurie vpon the poore, or take Vſurie of thy brother 
that is decayed: Theſe are the parties that we muſt not 
oppreſle with Vſurie, and tothem is the Commande- 
ment reſtrained, > 

As to the ſeconde: If it ſhould bee granted, faye 

they , that this Commandement ſhould bee reſtrai- 
| ned to the poore : yet it will not followe vpon this, 
|. | Thou ſhalt nottake Vſurie from the Poore, Ergo, 
| thou mayelſt take it of theRich. | 
 . They that ſhould haue leaue to make their owne 
argumentes and their neighboures alfo, the lefle Lo- 
gicke will ſerue their turne. Theſe and ſuch like So- 
phiſtications , doe rather prejudicate_the cauſe than 
G4 make 
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make itbetter. That which is vrgedis this, GODS 
Commandements in theſe places,for not taking V ſu- 
ric,arereſtrained to the Poore alone : itis forbidden 
onelie to bee taken of them. It cannot, therefore, bee 
concluded out of theſeplaces,that it is altogether for- 
bidden to bee taken from anie atall. 

I haue read ſome arguments madein Ferioand Ba- 
roco, for the proouing of Vſuric tobe vnlawtull, much 
more voyde of reaſon and arte alſo, than the other. 


\ In Baroco fayeth one, Money was inuented for com- 
mutation , but in Vſurie is no commutation : Ergo, 


Vſurieisvnlawfull : Where it ſhould bee concluded, 
That money isnot vied in Vſurie to that ende it vvas 
inuented : Which beeing granted , would nothing 
prejudicate the cauſe: for howe maniethinges maye 
wee reckon out which are inuented to one ende, and 
yet lawfullie vſed toanother * 
Butletvs leaue caueling, and ſeeke after the trueth, 
The thirde argument that they alledge, is, That in 
the xx 111. Chapter of Dent. wee haue a generall 
prohibition to take Vſurie from anie brother, or anie 
member of the Church : to which it is anſwered , 


In that place it muſt either bee thatſame Lawe repea- 


ted, or a Lawe of another nature: If the ſame, then 


fortheright vnderftanding of this Lawe wee muſt goe 


backe to the other two places. Butone of our owne 
Profeſſors of Diuinitie, (Door Wille, vpon the 22. 


_ of Exod.) telleth vs, This was a Politicall or Iudiciall 


Lawe,giuento the 7ſrac/:tes, as it may appeare, by the 
one halfe of it, orſeconde member of it: by which it 
was 


(,oncerning Uſarie_Þ. 
wes permitted, to take Vſurie of the Gentiles. But 
the ſpeciall intendiment of the morall Lawe, is, Thar 


they ſhouldenot oppreſle anie, eſpeciallie the Poore, 


by Vlurie, = 
And whereas ſome thinke that this was permitted 


' to the 7ewes, to take Ulſurie of the Gextziles , for the 


hardneſle of their heartes , as to giue their Wiues a 
Bill of Diuorcement. ( So goeth the Note inthe 
Gznzva Byble.) Hee ſheweth, that it was not 
onelie permitted, but commanded as lawfull.: for ſo 
the Commandement goeth, Thou ſhalt not giue to 
Uſarie to thy brother, meaning an Hebrew. But to a 


| ſtranger thou mayeſt lende, In other like caſes, by 


their Politicke Lawes, the Hebrewes were priuiledged 


beyondethe Gertifes, as in all Countreys the naturall - 


Inhabitantes are priuiledged aboue Strangers, that 
the one may growerich,and the other kept thelower; 
As for example, By that ſame Lawe thedebtes of the 


 Hebrewes were remitted in the ſeuenth /yeere, Dent. 


Chap. 15.verſ. 3. ſo werenot the Strangers, though 
they were Proſelites, and conuerted to the 7ewiſh faith. 
Againe , the Hebrewes ſeruantes were to goe free, if 
they woulde, in the ſeuenth yeere, Exod. Chap. 24. 
verſ. 7. if they wouldnot, yetin thefiftiethyeere, in 
the Iubilie, they were ſet art libertie, Lever. Chap. 25, 
verſ. 54. Butthe ſtrangers that were ſeruantes, were 


_ astheir poſſeſsion and inheritance for ever, they and 
their children, as yee may reade inthe 45. verſe ofthe - 


ſame Chapter. The like priuiledge was heere concer- 
ning the Hebrewes : Although they might —_— 
fir | D take 
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take Uſurie of Strangers, yer by that Politicke Law 
they could not take it of their brethren, And ſo ſaith 


To#tatws alſo, in his 16. queſt. So that hauing exami- - 


ned all authoritie brought from HolieScripture, wee 
- may well conclude with Maſter 10h Caluin vpon the 
22. Chap, of Exod. YVnadc ſequitur (ſaieth hee) v/u- 
14s hodie, non eſſe illicitas, niſi quatenus cum 4quitate, & 


fraterna conjunttione pugnant. Againe in his 383.. 


Epiſtle , Certum ef durivs loquutos Prophetas de wſur, 
quia nominatim iter Indeos, interditte tſent:non vide- 
mms, autem nobis imerdicias nift quatenu repugnant, tum. 
equitati, tum charitati. And {o much for places of Ho- 
lie Scripture alleadged, 
_ Asfor Fathers, no queſtion the Fathers both in 
the Eafterne and Grecian Church, and in our We. 
terneand Latine Church , they condemned Ulurie, 
as may appeare in theirinueRiues againſt it: And ſo 
doe all good men, as it is taken in an cuill ſenſe, and 
as itagreeth not with equitieand mercie.The Church 
of G O D yetſtill thinketh all exceſsive Uſurieand 
extortion vnlawfull : yea, anie Uſurie, wbi amplixs 
aliquid requiratur quam datur , hauing to doe vvith 
them that are hand-ſhaken,as the Hebrew phraſe goeth 
inthe xx1x. Chap. of LZexz#. that is, in miſerie, and 
pouertie, ſtretching foorth their handes for helpe. All 
ſuch Uſurie is ſtill odious. But to ſaye , that all the 
Fathers did condemne all manner of Vſurie, this is 
ſooner ſaide than prooued. 
Therereſteth to conſider howe farre Vſurie is con. 
demnedby Lawes andReaſon: Lawesareeither Ci- 
uill, 
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uil], Canon, or Municipall. The Ciuill or Imperiall 
Lawes did generallic allowe, or tolerate Vſuries, Yſ«- 
ram centeſime, dimidiam centeſime , tertiam centeſims, 
quartam centeſime : which, in my judgement, diuerſe 
of the Learned doe miſtake: thinking that the Impe- 


riall Lawe did tolerate monſtruous Vſuries, enen 


thoſe which did exceede the principall in one yeere. 
Bur it was farre otherwayes, as appeareth both out 
of the Romane Lawes,and by their hiſtories:and well 
conſidered , both by Schoole-men and late Diuines 
and Lawiers in our ownetime. Bodin S. lure de la re- 


publique, fol. 8or . Les dix Commiſſaires Deputez pour 


air choixe des loix plus vtiles a Rome ne volurent pas quel 
vſure fuit plus hault qu' vn denier pour cent par anqu' ils 


appelloyent unciare par ce que lvſure de chacun mois nere- 


wenoit qu 4 vne vnce, qu efoit la dowzieſme partie d'un 
denier qu vn auoit emprunte , & I vſurier qui tiroit plus 
grand profit eftoit condamnt a rendre le quadruple: Cefte 
meſme loy fut depurs republiee a la requeit duT ribun Dai- 
lins Fan dela fundation de Rome,z 96.07 dix ans 4 ſous 
le conſulat de T orquatus & Plaucimns elle fuſt reduit a de- 


my vnce par mois, par an demy denier # rea cent telle- 
e 


ment que ne pounoit egaller le fort qu en aeux cents ans: 
ertontefois Fannee ſutnante l'uſure fuſt entierement inter. 
dite par la loy cemutia ponr les ſedition ordinaires,qui ad- 
nenoyent de meſpriz des loix uſuraires,car quelque mode- 
ration qu on face des uſures ſ il eft permis tant ſoit pen, 
on montera bien tot juſques au plus haut point: voila dit 
il,la ws en matiere de loix e# inutille ſans peine,es la 


' peine ulluſoire ſi elle w ef executee. La loy Cemntia aprez 
D | 2 eftant 
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eA ſhort Diſcourſe_, 

e Hant mal ezecutce' fuft auſſy peu 4 pen aneantie , & la 
conftume deprauet laquelle et touſiours plus fort que les 
bonnes loix alloient F; 2 neant yue on prefoit a uſure a 
wvingtquaire pour cent juſques 4 la loix Babinia, qui regle 
la plus haulte vſure (hors de faidt de la marine ) a douz 
pour cent. So Aquinas in Opuſcults,63.cap,2.Centeſima 
(faith he)and emiola,who did equall the principall or 
the halfe,nor not tolerate,// w_ vſurarum,(aith hee, 
4 jure condemnati erant. Door LVTHER obſerueth 
the ſame, Tom,7.T rad. de Y ſuris, fol.23, 24,Centeſs- 
ma vſura erat hac quando centeſimo menſe fanus ſortem 
equabat ; Nehemias inquit qui ante tempriss Alex, Magni 
fuit objurgauit feneratores, ef fecit eos centeſimas remit- 
tere,Nehem.s .11.T am vetus mal inquit eft centeſima illa 


 oſura.V ſara centeſimaergononerat talis que aqui paraba- 


tur ſort: eianno. It was not ſuch as didrifeto be equall 
to the principall in one yeere. Centeſimailla aicebatur, 
que in centenos aureos quotannts reddebat aureos duode- 
nos fingults nimirum menſibus anreos ſingulos.. It was 
but twelfe for an hundreth,which was permitted only 
in vſura nantica in maritims pecuniarum trajeetionibus, 
quarum periculum creditores ſuſcipiebant.& propter hang 
cauſam plus ills cocedebatur:hac maritima vſura aut cen- 
teſtmaerat ſumma,quam excedere nemo debebat.V ide con> 
fit. Tuſtin. 20. ſub Tit,c. de vſurs Y ſure autem terreſtres 
reſtringebantur,c+ modus hic its inre cinili coſtitutus erat. 
Inſtin, lege, perſons illuſtribus,triens conceditur negotiato- 
ribus bes interiefie conditioni ſems.For theright vnder- 
ſtanding whereof, Scire oportet ſortem omnem quanta- 
ennque ſit ad centenarium numerumreuocari, Deinde ſum- 
mam 


ps 


' ſextans, ſi terni quadrans 


gy fe ſent ſemis, 


x 
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mam vſuram oe quando pars ſortis centeſima  ſingiilis 
menſibus perſoluitur , & quoniam ita ratione ſumma 
hec vſura auodecens aureos efficit inris conſulti aſſem hunc 
vſurarium appellant, In aſſe enim ſunti duodecem wncie 
vbi animumaduertendum aſſem & omnes ejus partes non 
ex menſirua, ſed ex annua' penſjone intelligendus.y i 
fic nuncupatas. Si unus aureus nummus 4 centennsan. 
nuatim pendebatur , vnciaria vſura dicebaiut. j1ſi hint 
F, quaterni\sriens:;\ fi yuini 
3 ſeptem ſeptima , ſi oftont 
es, fi nouem dodrans , fi dent dextanssy ifs undent de- 
#8 yi anodecem as, querrnullo taſa.niſi faentre nauti- 
c0 permiſſum , ſuperins diximms. ue) 1231; 1,7 ak 10; 

. The mofte then that was:;permitted by the Impe- 
riall.and Ciuill Lawe ,' was: twelue of an hundreth, 
and, that onclie-to-them that.beare-the aduentute of 
money tranſported'beyonde the Sea: But. upon. Land 


' the moſt that was permitted was eight. Argentariis & 


negotiatoribas bes hoc eſt in cetenos aureos maximum otto, 


.cight for an; hundreth was permitted onelic to Mer- 


chantes, Goldſmithes; or Bankers : Ceteris preter hos 
conceſſaerat fre: hac eſt in centenos maximum ſex , niſt 
quod illuſtribus viris vitra trientes nd erat permiſſum,hac 
eſt in centenos maximil quatuor: that is,no others might 
take aboue fixe in the hundreth, and Gentlemen but 
fiue for their hundreth. Thus we ſee the Imperialland 
Ciuilllaw permitted Vſury, but with ſuch reſtrictions 


_ Intheparties that tooke it, that no more <quitablenor 


wiſer cauſtons could be deuiſed.So/oz did not prouide 


ſo well for his 4thens: for of him it is vvritten, 
H 43 Cum 
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20 eA.fhort Difcourſe-, 
Cum Athenas eppreſſes , & exhautas per vſurariosde- 
prehendifſet, vt hnic malo medicaretur ſure modi fta- 
tis, widelicet; me quis ſupra centeſimam acciperet.' Hee 
permitted twelue forthe hundreth , without excep- 
tion of them that lent or borrowed : where the re- 
-Rrigions inthe Imperiall Law did fatre better mode- 
.ratethe buſineſle;. And thus much for the Irperjall . 
. or Ciuil Lawe:. : -- - RT TN OTNLS 
As forCouncelles and Canon Lawe, Itcannot be 


againſt V ſurie, efpeciallie againſt Clergic men, that 
were Vi\urers 1:andno queſtionit was well prouided: 
for, as Maſter 1ohn Calne ſaicth, whereeMoney is let 
out to'Vſurie, cruelticand diuerſe ſortes of guike are 
continuall companions, and doe attende tt. It beho. 
uecd thoſe reuerende Biſhops, therefore ,'who ſtoode 
in the gappe, and were to withſtand theſe iniquities 
wherewith the world abounded,toſtoppe the courſe 
of this cuill amongſt others, eſpeciallie to reftraine ir 
in the Clergie, whoſe cuill example could not other- 
 wayes but ſcandalizethewhole worlde. It is the cu- 
ſtome of 'the worlde, if they cannot ſpye the leaſt 
blemiſh of all in themthat arethe face of the Church, 
to make no ſmall matter of it : yea, they ſeeke occa- 
fion where to cauill and carpe at the beſt ations of 
holie men, pyking out argumentes out of their good 
workes, to juſtifie their owne which are altogether 

- naught. Such were they that cauilled at the bankes 

of money erected in 7:le,for the helpe of the poore, 

vvhich were called Montes Pictatts, Now this Mons 

; | Pitatr, 


'that-wee finde in manic Councelles diuerſe Canons | 
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 Pietatis, Erat ſumma pecunte ordineza ex oblationibus 
piorum,cs repoſita ſub communibus cuttodibus in quaque 
cinitate qmi ſtabant parati ad mutuandam egentibus cer- 
iam ſummam ad certum tempus accipientes interim pig- 
zora 4 mutuantibus & erigentes pro recompenſatione cu- 


| Sodum quirique perannum. Now ſome carpers at this 


pliea&ion, they laboured to finde in this religious 
and good worke fomewhat that ſauoured: as they 
thought of V ſurie, and made way for vnlawfull vſes:: 


) In fo much as the cauſe came tobee diſputed: in the 


Councell of Laterave, kept inithe dayes of Leo the 
tenth. Butnotwithſtandingofallthe oppoſitionsand 
objeions made in the contrarie, the Councell arthe 
laſt allowed them ,. and-by- their decree confirmed 
them; allowing them that kept them, to'take' z97 De- 
narios ſingulis menſibus quot libras quiſque ſuſceperat a 
monte, which was fiue in the yeere forthe hundreth. 
Asforthe Canon Lawe, otherwayes called, - as 
Pontificiem,concerhingthecoſtitutionsof the Rormane 
Biſhops , when by the liberties granted them by the 
Emperour Phocas,they tooke vponthem the gouerne. 
ment of Seculare matters, as well as Ecclefiaſticke. 
This of all other Lawes is moſte peremptorie, and 
doth condemne anie thing taken for loane, all Viurie, 


 Encreaſe,& Intereſt whatſocuer, But the reaſon there- 


of may be this: The Clergie who had a chiefe ſtroke 
in making the Canon Lawe, they were the more ſe- 
uere againſt Vſury,becauſeit was vnfruitful forthem, 
 andthey had not Tythes of Vſurers profites: & there. 
fore, they made more ſeuere Lawes againſt Vſurie, 

| | D - 4 than 
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-thanthe predeceſſors the Emperoures did'; .Bututhe 


be held. And this meane.doe ourowne Lawes keepe. 


beheld Andrtigmeance DodGorWiltt, is fitteſt to 


 TheCommonLawe of this Lande referreth V turie 
.to bee:judged.by the-Ecclefiaſticke Court. As for 
Statute Lawc', There was a.Stare iniKing\E:D- 
WARD the fixth his time, forbidding all. Vſurie, 
and Intereſt for Loane, vpon paine of forfeiting the 
principal! ſumme ,.and impriſonment of the lender. 


Autin the thirteeath'yeerc of the reigne:of Queene 


ELIZABET Hzgthe inconueniencie of this Lawe 


beeing perceiued,;it was therefore repealed, andthe 
Statute in-the+39,yeereof HEN R IE thecight 
{xeuined, moderatingexceſsiue Vſurie, and tolcrating 
tenne. tathe hyndreth-: Which ſomemencannoten- 
dure ſhould.bee called tolerating andallowing of it, 
| but leauing of it vynpuniſhed, like the-'men'of Benga- 
ta, as Doctor Boyes ſayeth in his Poſtill,. concerning 
» Abfolution, they durſtinatcall a Wolte a Wolfe: bur 
conſuetudo que ligat, & interpretatint Lex e#, as Maſter 
Fenton ſayeth, pag:85. Againe, the generall practiſe 
of the Lande, and the Common proceedinges of the 
. higheſt judgementes therein, allowing men vſe tor 
_ their money, vvrongfullie detained; ſheweth that is 
_ equitable , that a man ſhould ratherhaue conſidera- 
tion for the forbearing of his money , than puniſh- 
ment for taking ve for it, if heedoenot exceede. And 
thus much for Councelles, Canon Lawe, and our 
.owne Municipall Lawe. C 
.  Nowelaſtof all, where they ſay,that Vſurie is vn- 
Ry |  _naturall 


— 


\ 
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- naturall, and contrarie to reaſon : Vnnaturall firſt: an 


ignorant objeRion, ( ſayeth one ) made firſt out of 


Ariſtotle, Thatmoney begetteth not money. Ir is a 


weake argument , for the gaine that is raiſed out of 
anie thing is notalwayesthe fruiteof that ſamething, 
but rather of his skill and induftric that doeth em- 
ploy it. The Earth it ſelfe without labour of himthat 
vieth it will yeelde in all ſmall gaine. Againe, there 
isa lawfull increaſe & gaine made of artificiall things 
as well as naturall as Houſes and Shippes.So although 
money it ſelfe hath no fruitfulneſle, ex ſuo corpore non 
producit fruttum: yet a wiſer than C1riſtorle,(Eccleſtaſ- 
ticus, chap. 10.) Money anſwereth all thinges, _ 
hee, I may pay with money that which hatha fruit- 
full vſe, as Cattell or Lande-and why is it againſtrea- 
ſon, that I ſhould lette my hundreth poundes in mo- 
ney as another letteth his hundreth poundes worthof 
Catrell or Lande * Apaine, a man of better eſtate 


_ thanmy ſelfe borroweth of me an hundreth pounds, 


and therewith buyeth Landes, and outof his Landes 


receiueth the fruitesand rentes thereof: is there good 


reaſon why hee ſhould hauerent for his Lande, and I 
in themeanertimehaue no allowance for my money ? 
Is there reaſon thatI ſhould lende my money, andby 


| lending make it another mans without recompenſe 2 


Shall I make that which is mine owne another mans, 
and transferre the propertie thereof from my ſelfe to 
another, and not require ſome gaine forit, when they 
haue gaine by it? Is it reaſon that I ſhoulde forbeare 


my money to mineowne hinderance, and othersliue 
1 E by that 


Q01%7 
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by that which is mine ? $1 quis diniti mercatori pecn- 
niam ſuam viendam dedit. And ſo Galaſins and Srmle. 


rs ſaye alſo, May hee not receiue part of the gaine 


which is madeby the vic ofhis mony: And theſe ſame 
Authors 'gocon, Certaine Orphanes , ſayc they, haue 
afſtocke left them, which will ſoone bee ſpent,if they 
ſhould live onelic on'the ſtocke : may not their Tu- 
toror Guirdane pur out their money to them which 
may make ſome vſe by the profite thereof? Ad res 
neceſſarias pupillo ſubminiitrandas. Eadem ratio eſt exu- 
lum, & peregrinorum , ſayeth Simlerws, which are not 
to vic anictraffiquein forraine partes, where they ſo- 
journe , and ſo can haue no maintenance but by the 
vie of 'their ſtockes. Yea, hee goeth further, Contra- 
(us vbi frater non leditar charitati non repugnat : And 
therefore I conclude this poinR alſo with the wordes 
of the faide Galaſius, Quare non video. rc. Where- 
fore | fee noreaſon, fayeth hee, wherefore wee ſhould 
condemne ome pecunie emolumentum, ſine vſuram ſine 
exceptione, 

"Thus haue you ſo briefelie as I coulde digeſt the 
Definition of that Ciuill actuall Uſurie , together 
with the chiefe authorities of Scx1yTvREx and other 
inferior authorities from Councelles, Fathers , and 
Lawes, and thechiefe argumentes from Nature and 
Reaſon, wherewith the ſeuereſt examiners of Uſurie 


woulde preſſe her to death. Yow haue alſo the an- 


ſweres thataremadcin behalfe of Uſurie, and their 
judgements thatthinke vnjuſt and vnequall contracts 
for gaine to bee vnlawfull, but cannot endure that all 


contractes_ 
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contractes of lending for gaine ſhould bee altogether 


condemned. 
Nowe, as wee begunne,the drift ofall is this, That 


weeour ſelues may bee confirmedin the point what 


is lawfull and what vnlawtfull. To which effec, al. 


thougk you neede not anie adviſe from mee, yet I 


will ſhewe you what I my ſelfe haue reſolued concer. 
ning this point, Medio tutiſsimms ibis, Euen as in 
nature oppolites meete not withouta middle nature, 
{o inmoralitie vertue and wit touch not withoutſome 
indifferent thing, Iudicious Caluze., that-thought 
Ulſurers, qui vſuram tanquam artem profitebaninr, yet 
he permitteth ſome contracts neare vpon it withtheſe 
cauſtons: Firſt, Ne erigatsr ab exigente, that no profite 
bee taken of the needie,. or them that-bee vrged to 
borrowe vpon necelſsitie - but that men ſhouldefur- 


niſh ſuch in their neede freelie. 2. Thatthe rule of 


CHRIST may beecuerthe touch-ſtone, todeale 
no otherwayes than thou wouldeſt bee dealt withall 
in this ſamecaſe. 3. That the borrowers gaine may 
bee morethan the intereſt. 4. That weeneuer ex- 
ceede theextent ſet downe inthe Countrey or Com. 
monwealth where wee liue. . 

Door George Dounhame, in his Lectures vpon the 
fifreenth Pſalme, hee is alſoas largeas anie otherin 
defyning Ulurie, and laying open cloaked Ulurie , 
ſometimes cloaked vnder felling and buying, ſome- 


times vnderletting and hyring, fometimes vnder ex- 
changing and intereſt, ſometimes vnder ſocietieand 


pzrtnerſhip, ſometimes vnder mortgage and buying 
B 2 of rentes, 
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of Rentes, and is ſo ſenere, that heecannotabideper- 
. miſSion of Uſurie in the behalfe of Orphanes : Yet 


——— — —————— ——— ———  — — 


in the 108. and. 256. pag. hee alloweth buying and 
ſelling of Rentes after the rate of twentie yeeres pur- 
chaſe, and granting a couenant of releaſing the Rent 
when the Seller ſhall redeeme it ,. called Contradus 


* emptions, & venditiong annui cenſus cum conditione re- 


nenditions. 

Concerning which DoQor Lvru« = x is diuerſ- 
lie diſtracted: for in the conclufion of his Txzar1ss 
De Yſura hee ſayeth , Emptionem reditus cum patto de 
reuendendo non eſſe vſuram, But writing on the fif- 
teenth Psar us, hee exclaimeth againſt it as a brood 
of Antichriſt. Yet Door Gzorc = Dovnnane 
wiſheth, That this contract of redemption, firſt deui- 
ſedatRoms, and after allowedby Cnanxr xs the 
s.Emperour,ina Dyetheldeat Avevsra,he wiſheth 
that this contract might bee approoued by Parlia- 
mentin Exerand,and Ulury altogether diſcharged; 


orif it cannot beeforbidden, yet ſtinted at fixe,rather 


than ten in the hundreth. 
Maſter Ferton,who of late did ſet foorth a Treatiſe 


- againſt Vſurie, yet hee juſtifieth ſuch contractes and 


dealings with money for money,as may ſtand vp6 juſt 


and <quall groundes , particularlic Intereſt which is 


due when a mans money is retained from him to his 
detriment: againe, buying and ſelling for time, if by 


. ordinarie courſe of ſeaſons the commoditie may bee 


more worth at the daye of the payment of the mo- 
ney, than it was at the tine of the ſeale and deliuerie. 
NG Ek Againe, 
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 Againe, reall exchange, when men giue profite for 


money, which they are to receiue in another Coun. 


trey: and diuerfe other ſuch pointes docth hee per. 


miktC. | 

Amiddes ſuch varictic of judgementes, and diuer- 
ſitieofcauſions and permiſsions this is my refolution, 
Itis good to take heede, and knowing there is a ſort 
of Vſurie condemned by G O DS Lawe,abhorred 
as a Monſter of Nature, cenſured by the Pu 1 ros 0. 
PHERS, Whohadnomore but the lightof Nature, 
and reſtrianed by the Lawes of allNations: Therefore 
ro keepe aloofe it is the beſt, and not to ride too neare 
for feare of falling into the Ditch. 

Vſurie,itconcerneththree parties,as Maſter Fewtor 
ſaycth,inhis ſecondBooke, Cap. 15.pag.103.namelie, 
The Lender,the Borrower,and the Commonwealth. 
Firft, the Lender hath chiefclie to regard the cauſfions 
premiſed.,as 10hn Caluinlayth, Ne exigatur ab exigente. 
Secondlie, that hee neuer exceedethe ſtint ſet downe 
in the Countrey where hee liueth. And thirdlie, that 
in all Bargaines hee haue the roycl] Lawe before his 
eyes, which ſayeth , Doe as you would bee done wnto. 
Beware of taking forfeites, where hee hath no dam- 
mage, ſelling aboue rate for time, or ſecking anie vn- 
lawfull gaine,vnder what ſhift or cloake ſocuer, 

And for the Borrowers , whether they bee poore 
orrich : To the poore, it is alwayes of necelsitie, 


Ness tc n, that is, byting Vlurie, deryued from 


NasCnacun , vvhich ſignifieth to byte: and 
acaine, likewiſe it is a vvorde vvhich verie often 
E 13 times 
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times in ScxierTvRs isafcrybed to the byting of Ser- 
pentes, The poore that borroweth had ncede take 
heede that Ulurie doe not ſting him as a Scorpion, or 
rather as Chryſotome ſaycth vpon the fifth of CAtar- 
thew, like the Serpent A ſpis, who is ſtinging, caſteth 
a man intoa pleaſant ſleepe, and ſo killeth him. 

_ Though it may ſeeme to-quench and coole their 
thirſt for a time, yet 'as water caſt on lyme ,-it vv1ll 
kindle and inflame them the more. The byting of 
Penurie will not bee healed with the byting of Uſu- 
IC, wh TPauLe papa” Neerivs , ſlayeth Baſil. No man 


healeth one wound with another : fo that the poorer. 


ſort haue needeto bewarcof Ulurie: itis alſo dange- 
rous for the rich. Lixie, inthe firſt Booke of his De- 


cads, doubtednot toſay, Yſura damnoſiſcima eſt etiam 


 dinttibis : they will fmart for it that vſeth it, though 
they be rich: and therefore Pltarchauoucheth, That 
Tnpiter Etefius,1o called becauſe heeis owner of all, he 
cannot {aue that man that will rather borrowe vpon 


Vſurie, than ſell his @wne goods to ſerue his owne | 


Laſtofall,forthe Comonwealth,it is plain,the more . 


Vſurers the greater burthen for the Countrey: It is 
not goodfor a hyue to nouriſh Drones : and there- 
fore Maſter 1ohn Caluine coulde not abide them that 
madea trade of it. But what if one ſhoulde reaſon 
thus, It were the better for the Commonwealth, it 
there were none tolerated to lende to V ſurie,but ſuch 
as wereknowne tobee of the trade. As forthat argu- 
ment, Maſter Fenton vieth, There is no Trade ina Ci- 

tie but 
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tie but ſhould haue a companie, Nuſquameſt quivbique 
e#, ſayeth hee : this maketh Vſurers to bee of euerie 
companie - ſince ſucharerich and wiſe, and verieſuf. 
ficient cuerie way for a Trade, Maſter Fenton maruei- 
leth, that there is nota companie of Vſurers, andthat 
none will grant themſclues free of that'companie : 
Hee thinketh Vſuricis ſo odious, that euentheyvvho 
vſeth it areaſhamed to bee called ſuch, Buthis que- 
ſtion may bee otherwayes anſwered, and his firſt poſi- 
tion, That euerie Trade ina Citice ſhould haue a com- 
panie, mayeſtande good : And this is my principall 
ouerture, and I wiſhit heartilie might bee broughtto 
paſſe, that none were permitted tolende for vſe,but a 
certaine number of certaine companies , and thoſe 11. 
mited to a reaſonable rate, andall other rates ſtrictlie 
forbidden vnderpaine of forfeiting their wholeeſtate. 
I could wiſh withall, that ſuch reſtritions there were 
of the parties that take vſe, as you heard were viedin 
the Romane Law: the higheſt that ventures not bySea, 
permitted not more than eightin the handreth, Gen- 
tlemen-but foure, others of the mid condition, ſixe : 
and all theſe reduced to companies, and eueric com- 
panie enjoyned to keepe a regiſter of all their procee- 
dinges. - CT 
So theſe Montes Charitats, Bankes of Money , 
might, bee kept for helping of them that haue necel- 
firie vſc for money, and thatſuch for wantof-money 
ſhould not bee driven to make vvorſe' bargaines. 

Apaine, they vvho take the vſe may bee knowne, 
and vvhat ſummes of money they ler foorth, and ſo 
| E 4 might 
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might bee taxed accordinglie, as other Subjectesare, 
-when the Prince and Commonwealth ſhoulde haue 
neede of their Subſidie : yea, paye the Tenthes of 
their encreaſe and gaine to bee employed in pios 
Pts this caſe wee ſhould haue fewer Drohes, and 
_ the Commonwealth,in my ſimple judgement,ſhould 


doe better than it doeth. So Doctor Wirtizr, on 


the x x11. Chap.of Exop. concluding the weightic 
queſtion of Vſurie, as heecalleth it:If thoſe rules and 
cauſions before preſcribed wereobſerued, ſayeth he, 
wee ſhould liauethe fewer Vſurers, and nothing ſo 
 manie, or none at all, eaten vp and deuoured vvith 
Vſurie. Me 

 - Buttoleauethe Commonwealth to the wiſe go- 
uernementof them to whome it is comm. itted, vvee 
may perceiuethat Vſurie will prooue vnlawfullto the 
Lender without cauſions, and dangerous to $he Bor- 
rower, if hee make a cuſtome of it, and cannotother- 
wayes but bee prejudiciall tothe Commonwealth, 
tillſuch beereducedinto companies, limited and kept 
_ In by reſtrictions, and knowne what they are, and 
what ſummes they vſe. | 

Yet for all this, to vrge the matter ſo farre as you 
ſhewed mee was vrged, I thinke it not ſafe, in regarde 


of the diuerſe judgementes of ſo rare and judicipus' 


Diuines. Sure I am, Diuines haue a large fieldeto 
walke in,and may ſpendetheir time betterthan preſſe 

ſuch poinctes ſo farre, 3s 
To conclude, as one ſayeth of ciuell Lawes, If 
they 


| | | | | | 
:. | | 


hs 
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Pay 


( ancerning Um = 
they bee tootoo preciſe, they are as newe wine put 
intoanolde veſlell, the veſſelt will bee burſten., and 
the wine bee loſt: ſoſaycT of ſuch dodrinezit ſhallge- 
uer perſwade, or if it doe perſwade fome of tender 
conl{ciences , that cannot weigh fuch argumentes in 
the ballance of ſound judgement. Yet this perſwa- 
{an ſhall but benefite theſe of a contrarie minde, as 
wee reade of the Vſurer at LO.N D © N, who.com- 
mended his ſonne that had madea Sermonat Paviss 
Crofle againſt Vurie , and rejoyced much that hee 
had ſuch aſonne: And his reaſon was, hee thought he 
ſhoulde fare the better, if all atbers then preſent 
would hearken to the Sermon : which I doe nat re- 

_ peate, allowing the hardnefle of their heartes, 'that 
cannot bee mollified with the fweete ſhowers of the 
Golſpell, | W_— 

But to the ende that wee who are truſted with the 
counſell of G O D, ſhoulde beware to deliuer anie 
poin& where wee haueno ſure ground, leſt enſnaring 
the conſciences of the weake , others take the greater 
libertie, yea, that Tructhitſelfebee thelefleregarded, 
when it 15 mixed with errour. Cee : 

- It is manifeſt, that manie of our owne coate doe 
takevſe for money : yea, it is the generall practiſe of 
the Clergie men in North Bxatrtans, euen of them 
of the precifeſt ſort, as I haue beeneoften informed. 


. Why may it not then beecaſten in ourteeth, thatwee 


laye burthens on other mens ſhoulders, which vyee 
our ſelues are loth to beare : and require dueties of 
others, whetein wee arc taken tardie our felues. -* 

F So to 


6 vat. 


p90 ogy rae 6. 
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So to conclude with the wordes of Maſter I o x 
Carvine, in his 383. Epiſtle, where hee ſayeth,Cum 
vſuras in genere non damno n0n omnes etiam, promiſcuz 


probe, To forbiddeall Uſury(as in the dayes of King 


EDWARD theSixth ) it were to cutte off all 
Traffique, and the onelie waye to make damned and 
byting Uſurie abound. There may bee, Pattum ex 
mutuo lucrum,and the Borrower rather benefited than 


hurt, when on the other fide hee. may bee bitten and 


ſtung by other couenantes, which no Lawe can de- 
fende ; for there is no Ulſurie ſo byting , as cloaked 
Ulurie, cloaked vnder buying, ſelling , letting, hy- 
ring,&c, Poore men wanting money,when they can- 
notborrowe it ypon honeſt conditions, are forced to 
ſell for halfe value. Againe , conſtrained to take an 
Horſe or a Cowe , or ſomeother commoditie, at an 
vareaſonable price , which they cannot ſell againe 
without loſſe: or to takea Leaſe, or hyre an Houle, of 
himof whomethey bee borrgwers, giuing ſometimes 
thrice morethian it ind {o foorth of the reſt.- 
Vnto ſuch harde ſtraites are men driuen, when they 
cannot borrowe for a reaſonable vie: then vnconſcio- 
nable Maſters and Marchandes take them at a vantage, 
and ſtinges them witha witnefle. = 
Thus the forbiddingof all Uſury,is the very main- 
rm 6. of damned Ulſurie: and therefore that which 
is lawfull, in my concelit, ſhould bee approoued, and 
the reſtrictions and ſtintes clearelie ſette downe and 

nominated. Xe Et 
And thus haue you , ſobricfclicasI coulde ſetter 
downe, 


_—_— 
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downe, what Ithinke concerning this pointſo much 
debated, which mine other Afﬀeaires , beeing as you 
knowe indaylic employment, woulde not ſuffer mee 
to handle moreaccuratelic. But, and if theſe matters 
beevrgednewlicagaine, and farther queſtioned,I will 
doe what I can to perſwade my Fellowe-Labourers 
and next Neighboures, W. W, and T, C. men of 
mine owne coate, and more skilfull in the pratiſe 
than my ſelfe, and haue greater leaſure to doe it, to 
putfoortha larger Treatiſe, wherein they ſhall handle 

_ euerie argument, and anſwere cuerie objection to 
the full. In the meane time, I commende you to 
Almightie G O D his proteRtion, requeſting you 
to ans meealfſo in your Prayers : And þ I 
reſt. 


Your louing Friende , 
N a 


Fol, 45 
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Viurie : Faithfull tranfla- 
tedout of Lat1ne. 


Evrisr. 3:33. 


Hane not hiched 


my ſeltc attempred the reſolu- 
tion ofthis queſtion: yertl per- 
cejueby that whichothermen 
haue done,thatjrisa perillous 
piece of vvorke : for if vvee - 
A] condemne Vſurie altogether, 

L then doe vvce laye Held 
burthen vpon.mens conſcien- 
ces, than G O D himſelfe docthin his vyorde; Bur 


colour oreat ſort will take ſuch ibertie, that no cx- 
3 ceptions. 


and if wee yeelde neuerſo little, preſentlievnderthis _ 


"iS | if ſhort Diſcourſe, 


 Ception nor caucat can bridle or reſtraine them anie 
| longer. If I were to write to your ſelfe onelie, then 
ſhould Tbee theleſle affraide, beeing ſufficientlie per- 


{wadedof your wiſedome and diſcretion. But becauſe 
ou defire my opinion afore another,l feare leſt he ta- 
king holde of halfe a worde, ſhould thinke more 11w- 
| full, than Icanallowe. Yet truſting you will wiſclie 
foreſce what his inclination is, and conſider by your 
ſelfe vvhat is moſte expedient, and howe farre it is 
beſt to proceede with him in the buſineſle, I vvill goc 
on,and laye open my minde vnto your ſelfe, 
And firſt of all - I cannot ſee Us vni ns alto- 
gether condemned by anie teſtimonieof S cn 1 e- 
TvRx :=For the vyvordes of CHRIST lo com- 
monlicalleadged outof theſixth Chapter of Ly « z 
and the 35. verſe, Lende one to another , looking for 
nothing againe, are but yvreſted and miſapplyed to 
this purpoſe : Foras in another place , marking the 


i 


goodlie Feaſtes, and the pompe of rich men, vvhen 


they feaſted oneanother , hee deſired them rather to 
bidde the Blinde, the Lame, the Poore,and thoſe that 
laye in the ſtreetes, to their Feaftes, who were not 


able to bidde themagain. Such like in the place aboue 
. named, CHRIST deliroustocorreRthelikeabu- 


ſes, inlending, he telleth them plainelie, They ſhould 


doe beſt to lende to ſuch as of yvhome thete vvas. 


leaſt hope to receiue or recouer anie thing againe. 
It is our cuſtome forſooth;firſt of all to foreſce that 
our money bee put in ſure handes, vvhen vve ſhoulde 


rather helpe themthat arcin moſte neede, vvho com- 
- monlie 


—— 


_ (concerning Uſurie-. 4 
monlie can finde vs leaſt ſecuritie. CHRISTES 
vvordes, therefore,are to bee conſtruedas acomman- 
 dementtolendeto the poore, rather than to the rich. 
And ſo for all this, wee ſeenot Ulſurie altogetker for- 
bidden. | 5 | © om” 
Nowe, as touching that Lawe of Moſes alleadged 
(Dent. chap. 23. wy, 19.) ſceing itis buta Politicke 
 Lawe,weearenofarther bound by it than it is agree- 
able vatoequiticand humanitie.It were to be wilhed. 
thatall Vſuries,yea,the verie name had bene baniſhed 
long agoeout of the worlde. But ſince this cannot be 
brought to paſle,it reſteth to ſee what may ſtand with 
the common good. hs | 2c 
There are yet other places of Scripture inthe Pro. 
 phets and Pſalmes, where the Holy Ghoſte ſpeakech 
bitterlie againſt Vſuries: (Pſa, 55. verſ.rr,) for ſothe 
Prophet deſcribeth the wicked Citie, that Vſurie de- 
parted not from herſtreetes. But the Hebrewe vyorde 
1n that place intimatinganie kind of deceit, it ſeemeth 
it ſhonlde not bee taken in ſo ſtrict a ſignification: yet 
giving it were ſo, that the Prophet in that ws ſpea- 
keth particularlic of Vſuries, it is no maruell, that tax- 
ing other euilles which abounded, hee toucheth this 
with the reſt, For where money is lette out to Vſurie, 
crucltie, guile, and ſundrie ſortes of deceites, they are 
for the moſt part inſeperable companions - ſo that by 
the contrarie itis reckoned outamong other the praiſe 
of an holicand godlie man, That hee hath not giuen 
his money to Vlurie: (as ye may readein the fifteenth 
PsaLaz and thefifth verſe)ſorarea thing itis to ſee a 
h- F' 4 Vſures 
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Ufurer a good man.” Bur the Prophet Ez's-cur's : 
goeth yet farther : for whileſt hee reckoneth our the 


abhominations for which the wrath of G'O Þ was 


kindledamong the Iz ws 8 , hea victh two ſundrie 
vvordes , of vyhich the one fignifieth Vſurie, and'is 


deryued from a certaine Verbe, whichdoeth alſo ſig. 
nifie gnawing or byting, and the other ſignifieth en- 
creaſe or augmentation: for ſocuerice man was gitten 
to his priuate gaine, that hee either cunninglie made 
his owne profite by his Neighboures loffe , orif not 
ſo, yethee made itby violence. And yetit is certaine 
the Prophets they ſpoke the more hardly againſt Uſu- 
ries, becauſe Uſuries were particularhie forbiddenthe 
Izwzs -* When they, therefore, did ttanſpreſſe the 
expreſle Commandement of G OD, they deſerued 
the more ſharper reproofe. _ | 
As touching that which isheere yet objected, That 
there is the ſame reckoning to bee made of our con- 
junction amongour ſclues: as of theconjunRion that 
was among the Izwszs, and ſo the ſame forbidden of 


Vſurie, ſhould bee ſtill in force among vs. Tanſwere, 


Tharas concerning ciuil} conjunction, there is ſome 
certaine difference : Firſt, for the verie circumſtance 
of place, where the LORD ſeatedthe Izwes: 


Againe, diuerſe other circumſtances ſerued ſo , that 


they might eafilie entertaine Traftique among them- 
{clues, without Vſuric : But our conjunction at this 
time is not euerie waye anſwerable.. Wee ſee not, 


| therefore, that Vſurers areſo {1mplie forbidden, but 


onelie ſo farre as they are repugnant to equitie and 
| charitie, 


bal 
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charitic« The reaſon of Awuzrxoss®, Vvhich 
CnunrsOsroMs alleadpeth, it is allo of ſmall 
force, tovvit, That Money doeth nor begette Money. 
I praye you vvhat docth the Seas What docth an 
Houſe, by letting whereof I receiue a yeerelic rent? 


Is themoney engendered properlie of the Roofe and 


Walles ? But wee ſee that both the Earth bringeth 


foorth, and there is alſo brought in by the Sea, that 
which afterwarde bringeth money- and the commo-' 


ditic of a-dwelling place is wont to bee purchaſed by 
money, or changed with money. 

Nowe and if there maye bee more gaine made 
by Trading than by the encreafe of anie Grounde, 
ſhall that man bee ſuffered that hath. lette (it maye 
bee ) abarren Grounde vntoa Husbandman, out of 


_ the which heerayſethencreaſe or rentes ? And ſhall 


heenot beeabidden that receiueth anie profite of his 
money  Agpaine, hee who purchaſeth a piece of 
Grounde with money , Joeth not that money be- 
gette other yeerelie money? From whence alfo 
commeth the Marchandes gaine* Thou mayeſt an. 
ſwere, It commeth by his owne diligence and in- 
duſtrie. Who doubteth of this? But ydle money is 
altogether vnprofitable : Neither if anie man doe 
deſire to borrowe money of mee, thinketh hee to let 
it lye ydle by him, The gaine, therefore, proceedeth 

not of the money, but of the encreaſe. 2 
Thoſe reaſons then , howſocuer they maye ſceme 
ſubtile, and make ſome prettie ſhowe, yet vvhen 
G they 
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they are more narrowlie conſidered , they cuaniſhe 
awaye to nothing. Sev nn,) 
Iconclude, therefore , that wee muſt not judge of - 

 Uſurie by anie particulare place of Scxivrvas, 
but onelie by the rule of Rightcouſneſſe, I vvill 
cleare this yet byan example : Suppoſe that there is 
a rich man,that hath manic Landesand great Rentes, 
and yetheeis bare of money: And ſuppoſeanother 
_ *againeto hauea reaſonable good eſtate, though nor 
to bee comparedtothe firſt in Landes, yet hath grea- 
ter ſtore of ready Coyne:Now this laſt being very de- 
firous tobuye apiece of Ground with his money,and 
hee is requeſted of the firſt that hee would lende him 
ſome money : Hee thatis to lende hee maye drawe 
ſuch conenantes for the vſe of his money, that the 
' Lande mortgaged may bee aſſured to him, vntill his 

money beerendered againe : (andin ſo doing taketh 
no ill courſe forhimſelfe : ) yet getteth nothing out 
of the Lande. but contenteth himſelfe-with his mo- 
neys vic: Why noweſhall the contratmade forthe 
vie of the moneyalone without a pledge, ſhall ſuch a 
contract bee condemned , and this which is an har- 
der bargaine, both. by taking the Landes mortgage , 
and a ycerelie rent withall , ſhall this bee allowed 2 
What other thing isthis , but like Children, to dallie 
with G O D- diſputing about wordes,butnot jud- 
ging according to the right meaning of them, as if 
vertues and vices were tobe decerned bythe faſhion 
of wordcs. 


But 


- ButI minde not to diue anie more in this Argu- 
- mentatthis time : Ithought good onelieto pointat 
thatwhich you may better conſider of by your ſelfe. 
 Inthe meanetime,call to remembrance,that the que- 
ſtion is of the matrerit ſelfe, and not of wordes. 

So hauing laide the foundation , I come next to 
the exception : and heerethere is good heedetobee 
giuen : for manie ſnatching at halfe a worde , whar 


dare they not doe 2 taking farre greater libertie tolfſh 


themſclues,than is indeede fitting, Let this therefore 
beeprincipallie remembred, that as I condemne not 
all Uſurie vniuerſallie, ſo I cannot confuſedlie ap- 

rooue all, neither yet doel alloweſuch whomake a 
trade of Uſurie, as of a lawfull and gainefull calling. 
Laſt of all, I thinke vſe for money may beelawfullic 
taken, with theſe Caueates enſuing, but otherwayes 
cannot bee lawfull. 


F H z firſt Caueat is, That Vſe bee neuer required 
of needieand poore men,nor that anie thatare in 
necekitieand miſeric bee compelled topay Vſe. 


Il. Thathee wholendeth bee notſo addicted to 
his gaine and profite,thatin the meane time hee leaue 
| thatvndone which neceſlarilic hee is bounde to take 
heede to: namelie, beware thartin taking ſecuritie for 
his money, he haue no regarde of his poore brethren 
_ euen in lending to them. - Fr 
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III. Thatthere bee no condition inſert, or put 

inthe coucnant of lending, but that which agreeth 
- withnaturallequitie, and isagreeable with Cuxtsrs 
commandement, to wit, Whatſoeuer J—_ haue men 
ae to you, doe yee likewiſe the ſame tothe 
TV. That hee who borroweth, whether he traf-. 
ficke with the money, or bee a Workeman , that hee _ 
gay gaine ſo much, or rather more, by the money, 
| than hee that lendeth, | 


V. Thatwethinkenotany thing to be good and 
_ right, becauſeitis cuſtomably vſed to be done: neither 

'yetmealure equitieit ſelfe, by the partialitic of men, 
ut by GODS vvordealone. 


VI. Thatwereſpe& not that priuate mans good 
alone,with whome wee haue to doe, but regardealſo 
_ whatmay beeexpedient for the Commonwealth:for 
. the Vſurie which Marchandespaye,itis apublicke tri-. 
 bute. There muſt a care, therefore , bee had, that the 

 couenantes bee drawne as maye ſtand rather with the 
good, than hurt of the Commonwealth. 


VII. That weexceede not the meaſute or ex- 
tent of the vie agreede vpon in anie Countrey or 
Commonwealth, Neither is it fit, that wee alwayes 
exact ſo much as is permitted for that is often ſuffe. 
red, which by no Cluill Ordinance canbee amended, 

Or Ie. 
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 orreſtrained* The rule of righteouſneſſe is therefore 
firſt of all, and chicfeclie to bee regarded, which maye 
chop off whatſoeuer is in the other redundant and 
more than enough. 


Nowel am ſo farre from deſiring of you, that that 


which I haue ſaid, may ſtand for ordinances and poſi. 
tions,thatI defirenothing morethanthatall men may 
bee ſo courteous,as I ſhall notneede to handle this ar. 
gument from hence foorth any more, In the mea 
timel haue deſcribed theſe things ſo brieflie,rather in 
ſomeſort to pleaſure you,than thatT would haue you 
ſo to reſt ſatisfied, you of your good will, which you 
bearemee,I hope will take in good worth whatT haue 
done,and falute your Brother in my name. The Lord 
haueyouandall your Familie in HisproteQtion. 
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